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S S N 0? E K C ji. 

INTHENAUEOPTHEQUBENi 

Tecmorary Court^sartial in L^assor in Ihe oase of the Prosecutor, 
ratione officii against: 

1. SAKURAI. Yoshlfumi 

aged 47, bom in Tokyo, Kishitama Gxm, Hishitama 
mura Hano No,350, fanner Captain and 1st Uediool 
Officer of the Japanese Navtf in I-Iacossor; under \ 
arrest; 

H. -AKimiil. Hisayuki 

gged 28, bom at Earaki ken, Inashiku Cun, 

Kanae Zumura, former Captain and dispenser of the 
Japanese Navy in I'acassor; under arrest. 

In view of the order by the Prosecutor in Eacossar dated 15th Jamaiy 
1947 committing the case for trial by the Ten^KJrary Court-martial, in which 
order the accused°S charged: 

Ad,I, ’.7ith regard to the first acctised: 

"that, as a subject of the enemy power Japan, during the time that he as 
1st Uedical Officer of the 23rd Social Naval Base Force and medical 
director of the llacassar branch of the 102nd Naval Hospital SUHA3AI&., 
was charged with the medical care of the prisoners of war in llacassar, 
namely, from 21 at November 1943 to 15 th August 1945* therefore in time 
of war, he treated the Dutch, Enspish, J^zdcan and Australian prisoners 
of war in the prisoner of war caig) in llacassar badly by, contrary to 
the laws and customs of war: 

1. provijfding tixem with insufficient medicines (esptoially life saving 
drugs), ins^jments, dressings and disinfectants, althou^ these were 
present in sufficient quantities in South Celebes: 

2. althou^ this point was brou^it clearly to his notice, taking no 
st^s to improve the hygienio situation in the camp (pig-slye next 
the kitchen, water-wells next cess-pits, bad carrying off of faeces, 

swampy ground) and to increase the number of medical attendants: 

3 . taking no measures to Inprove tlie feeding of the prisoners of ^var 
in general and the diet of the sick and convalescents( avitaminoses, 
obdaiAnal patients) in particular, although the lock of vitamins, 
albumen, n^cralo and fats in the food provided \Tas made known to 
him by the Dutch doctors in the canp: 

4. taking no meeuiures when he vros infonned that os a result of working 
with material extremely harmful to health, namely lydite, several 
prisoners of war suffered from serious inflamation of the limbs and 
organs: 

5. taking no measures to prevent the sick, weak and old prisoners of 
war from being given work to do which was much too heavy in 
cooparison with their physical state. 

Ad.II. With repard to the second accused: 

"that, as a subject of the enemy power Japan, during the time that 
as head of the dispensing department of the Naval Hospital in llacas¬ 
sar he was charged with the supplying of medicaments to the prisoner^ 
of vmr canro in Ii^assar, namely, frem 2nd November 1943 to 15 th 
August 1943» therefore in time of war, he treated the Dutch, En^idi, 
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American and Australian prisoners of war in ■tfae said camp badly by, 
contraiy to the laws and customs of war, providing them with an 
insufficient supply of medicines (especially life sanrlns drugs), 
instruments, dressings and disinfectants, although these were 
present in sufficient quantities in South Celebes". 

All of which facts, at ax^yrate one or more of them, mentioned under I 
and II, were jointly responsible for causing the death end/or physical and / 
or mental suffering of many prisoners of war. 

The accused having been ordered to appear at 8 a,m. on Thursday, 20rd 
January 1947 before the Tecporary Court-martial in Uacassar sitting in the 
Palace of Justice in the Julianaweg, Uacassar; 

In view of the serving of the writ of the above comnittal order dated 
20th Jaaiary 1947; 

In view of the demand read out by the Urosecutor and tlxen handed to Ihe 
Court-martial, to the effect tliat the Allied Court-;rsrtial in Uacassar 
declare the accused: 

I. SAKURAI. Yoshifund 
-- 

II. AKimiA. HisajrukL 

guilty of tiie war crimes, 
the first accused. SAKDRAI, Y., 

I. intentional withholding of medicines, instruments, dressings 
and disinfectants from Dutch, English, American and Australian 
prisoners of war; 

II. intentional neglect in the controlling of the hygienic situation, 
invalid diets and conditions of work of Dutch, English,American 
and Australian prisoners of war; 

the second aecxised, AKIYA14A, H. , 

intentional withholding of medicines, instruments, dressings 
and disinfectants from Dutch, English, American and Australian 
prisoners of war; 

and shall therefore sentence the accused one aixd two each to the DEATEl PeSiALTYi 

In view of that dealt with at the sitting as this has been set down in 
the record made of same. 

In view of the documents in tiie case tnsofar as use was made of them and 
they shown to and seen by the accused. 

In view of that which was advanced in their defence by counsel for the 
accused. 

^e accused having been heard deny the charge. 

Cd-SIDERIISl that the llacassar F.o.\Y.canp was or^gincUy housed in the 
infantry barracks on the shore rood and was transferred on 3 th July 1944 to 
sH bamboo canp especially built for the piuTpose and situated in Uariso 
village on the side nearest the sea; which transfer meant the e&anging of \ 
brick huts situated in a hi^ and dry canp for a bamboo shelter ouilt on an, 
originally swanpy and marshy plain which had been hastily and insufficiently 
hei^tened and drained. 

CCNSIDESIIC that tliere was a proper water supply in tlie first canp and 
sufficient opportunity for sports, there being several grounds suitable for 
this purpose, but that in the second camp the former was extremely scarce 
while no possibiliti(6of any sort for the recreation of the P.o.Y4'3 were 
provided. 
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CCKSTDrRE^ tiiat at tiie same tima iliat the P.o.'ky.cac^ was re-housed 
its character was coc^letely changed, seeing that althou^ in the infantry 
barracks a good deal of work, heavy work too, was certainly demanded of 
the P.o, y,'s, the camp at llariso became entirely a labour canro, put 
cocpletely at the service of tlie Japanese war operations, every ounce of 
labour being exploited in tiie approved Japanese mawier. 

COIS I DE a ii’i& tiiat the above fonos the background of the facts vrtuch 
happened in the Uacassar prison oaaip where Dutch, American, English and 
Australian P.o.')7. *s -naval and military - were housed by the Japanese 
occupant. 

CONSIDfSIIG that the fljrtb accused has admitted that he was head doctor 
of the 23rd Special Naval Base Force in Uacassar fron 21st November 1943 
till the capitulation in August 1945» niso chief medical officer of the naval 
hospital; as such was the highest naval medical authority on the spot and 
was on the staff; that the P.o.W. 'canp came under the Navy in Maceasar so that 
as far as medical care was concerned it was under his supervision. 


CONSIDKRIN& that the Court-martial, agreeing with the charge, is of 
the opinion that according to the Rules of Landwarfare of 190? and the 
Convention of 27th July 1929 concerning the treatment of prisoners of war 
the following must be iindarstood as falling under medical care ; 


A. preventive: 


B. rgoressive ; 


a. feeding (art.11, 22, Convention 1929) 

b. clothing (art.12i 

c. Housing fart. 10) 

d. work (weak, old. art.2?) 

e. recreation ( art.175 

f. hygipic situation (art. 10 and 13 .) 

g. medical arrangements (Hospital atteivlants,art.1it.) 

b. medioines (especially life-saving) 

c. disinfectants 

d. dressings 

e. instruments (hypodermis syringes, surgical, art.14) 

f. die^, (extra food for the sick and convalescents). 


- CQNSIDERINO that the task of the medical head was really concerned with 
the points appearing under B but that those under A ou^t also not to eseape 
his attention, seeing that vdiere the points mentioned under A are at the 
base of illness keeping an eye on them, and above all on the hygienio 
situation, must be considered as the first duty of a medical maiu 


CONSIDEBINC that there were two ways by which the first accused could and 
ou^t to have kept himself informed of the above-mentioned points (preventive 
and r^essive): 

A. written and verbal reports, 

B. inspection, i.e.personal observation; 


COISIDQtINC that from the investigation at the sitting clear proof 
has been furwiahed of all that which by means of r^orts and inspections 
the first accused could have learnt about the prisoner of war canp with 
regard to those points mentioned above as falling under medical eare,it 
having in fact appeared that: 


A. - a. the first year or so the feeding was reasonable but even then 
insxifficient for heavy jobs of work; the last 1^ years it was 
very one-sided, rice with a lot of "gaba" three times a day, 
seldom or never fruit, no eggs, very few fresh vegetables, 
generally dried, dry, poor, uneatable fish with very little 
albumen content, practically no meat, very little fat, the food 
therefore chiefly consisting of carbo-hydrates with a shortage 
of fatai^ albumen and vitamins. 

Result : deficiency diseases (swift decline of the povrers of 
resistance) siKh as beri-beri, pellagra, hunger oedema and seme 
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cases of scurvy. 

b, the clothing insufficient and giving no satisfactory protection 
against the influence of tJie weather and weather conditions; 

c, the houaing in the infantry barracks (accociodation, quarters 
and ventilation) was tliorougUy unsatisfatory with a eonipletely 
inadequate number of mosquito nets, several cases of malaria 
resulting from this; the housing in tiie llariso camp was more 
than bad, starting from the very fact that it was a bamboo built 
caa^, erected on marshy and badly drained ground; 

d, the work was too heavy, bolix for the healthy and for the weak 
and old; powers of resistance declined swiftly owing to a too 
great effort being deiranded. 

Being forced to work with lydito and given no protection against 
it, tlie resxilt being a great number of bums of skin and 
mucous-membranee; too few rest days; hours of work as a rule 
trom 6 a.m. to 6 p.m., it repeatedly happening that various 
labour gangs only returned at 10 p.m.; patients were forced to 
leave hospital too soon and before they had recovered in order 
to take part in jobs; several cases in which a man on a job did 
not even get half a day off for rest in 90 days; 

e, possibilities for recreation were entirely lacking in the Uariao 
camp, the effects of this showing now tiiat too heavy work was 
demanded, ill-treatments and tortures were a regular Ihing, a 
permanent psychological terrorism was carried out by the camo 
guards, (especially by TOSHIDA, K&KOI, TillAUKA. and ISHIKAWA)’, 
bombing steadily increased in intensity and came nearer and the 
morale of the P,o,\7. 's^as well as their powers of physical resist¬ 
ance, was very severely tried; 

f, the nyRienic situation was very bad in the Llariso canp. The 
capacity of the latrines was too small, especially in connection 
with the high water contents of the ground, so that the cess-pits 
had to be regularly emptied into open drains and holes, the 
chance of infection thus being increased; washing with brackish 
water; only a few taps, namely in the kitchen, dispensary and 
operating-roan; unsuitable airangenvents of the latrines which 
were put too close to the watei-^Us; no incinerator; a pig-stye 
in the inmediate neig^ibouzhood of the dormitories and si^-bay; 
for all of wirich reasons the V/.C. ’s and kitchen were always 
black with flies. 

B. - a. the hospital was bad ; wells for bath water were dug just by 

the cess-pits thus providing every chance of infection; too few 
hospital attendants were allowed, this meaning that these latter 
were overworked, themselves cau£^t the infection and died, and 
the pa±ients could not be cared for satisfactorily; no water 
laid on for the dysentery huts but only well water; the bamboo 
huts provided no proper housing for various of the patients; 

b. the siq^ly of medicines was hopeless: this was sufficient for 
the first 6 months but after that became steadily worse and 
finally quinine, Bpsom salts and ointments were almost entirely 
stopped; the provision of life saving drugs such os sulphur 
drugs, end tin, vitamins, sertuns and vaccines was very insufficient 
or practically non-existent; 

c. disinfectants provided in insufficient quantities, in fact 
sometimes not provided at all (lysol, etc,); this also during 
tire dysentery epidemic of 1944 - 1965, when they were either 
not supplied or only in very insufficient amounts. 

d,& e. dressings and instruments often entirely lacking; 

f, diets and extra food for the sick were practically iapossible; 
the patients very seldom got extra food so that the sick had to 
be mpidied with the ordinary cairp food also; 

ResUttno suitable diet could be drawn up for abdominal patients 
which contributed very much to Ihe deaths among such patients 
(dysentery). 
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COKSIDEHIKr that the results of tliis inadequate and sometimes entirely 
la cki ng medical care, for so far as not already mentioned above, are shotm 
clearly in the list (product L blue) of dead P.o.’.7, 's with the cause of 
death against each name wlvich Dr,3AKK2R handed over to tlie Prosecutor wlien 
he, Dr.BAKlha, was interrogated on 8th August 19if6, and wiiioh list was read 
out to and seen by the accused at tlie sitting; 

COKSIDEailG that this list contains I 63 cases of pellagra, 162 of dysentery 
and 51 of beri-beri, some of these being combined, wito a death-roll of 
sometimes 5 to 7 per day, the total figure being 323 out of a camp strength 
of approximately 1200 men; 

COI^'SIDStilllO that a weekly statement of deaths with the cause of same was 
given to the first accused , while illness reports v/ero also sent weekly 
to his office by the head caznp doctor, so that -tirw by these tlie accused 
could alrea y have obtained a conrolete picture of Ihe state of health in the 
P.o.'k/.cass, vhich statements and reports he admits having regularly inspected, 
the accxised feaving also further acknowledged at the sitting that he personal¬ 
ly received a dajly statement from the oanro guard during tlie dysentery epidemic 

(1944/5); 

CCiSIDiiRn® that tlie first accused w as infonned of the requests coaing 
fi-om the cairo £or medicines, which applications were submitted to him every 
3 months by llie second accused - as will be explained in detail further on - 
Ihe second accused stating «liat things asked for in these applications 
should be sillied; indeed, the first accused initialled tlie lists of 
medicines sijpplied as being agreement with them; 

CCNSIDSRI133- that the first accused, either by personal inspection or 
by inspections carried out by his medical subordinates on his orders, or in 
some other way, shmld have acquainted himself with all that has been 
classified above under the heading of medical care, and t^s especially 
during the dysentery ^idfhiic mentioned previously; 

COMSIDHairSl that the accused grossly neglected tliis task which was 
incumbent upon him, indeed according to bis om statement at the sitting he 
was only able to answer among other things as foUa.vs; 

"I once inspected the P. o.Vf, 's food, that was in February 1945; I 
found then that it was satisfactory and tlie same as given to our own 
troops, 

I know nothing about the clothing in the first canm but in the llariso 
camp it got worse as time went on. The housing was noit very different 
from that of the Japanese navy. I do not know whether there vrere enouf^ 
mosquito nets or not. I did have a look at the work noir and then but 
never investigated it; I really know nothing about that. As far as 
recreation was concerned I must say I only went into the library. 

I never went into the hygiene in general, I think the hygienic 
situation was good in the camp vro to the dysentery epidemic, I did not 
check whether the number of hospital atteriants was sufficient. 

I grant that the hygienic sllbation Im the llariso casp hospital left 
something to bo desirod. I did not know that no water was laid on in the 
dysentery huts. I cannot say either whether the medical care was the 
same as that in the naval hospital for I never checked this aM left 
everything to ^e P.o.'.?,'s own doctors. 

As far as m^cines and disinfectants were concerned I left these 
entirely to AKIYAllA. I do know certain medicines such os sulphur drugs 
and vittudns were issued in insufficient quantities because they were in 
short sipply. Dysentery serum was not siroplicd because we did not use 
this in our navy. I do not know yAithcr l^ere was aiy emitin. I did not 
inform myself of the situation regarding dressings and instruments. I do 
not know if patients got extra food bfrt I did once examine the diets 
and.found these satisfactory." 

COISIDiaii^G- that at the sitting tiie fii-st accused stated furtiier that he 
knew nothing about the medical treatment given by tlie caiap doctors: he had 
•■ranted to talk to then occasionally but was not in a position to do so oiTing 
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to tlie difference in languages; and '^lis Tvhile there was an officer interpreter 
acong tile P, o, ./,'s who hoth spoke and wrote Dutch and Japanese as the 
accused knew; 

CGSID2RIIG that at tiie sitting the accused stated that he cannot 
remember the pAagra report drawn up by Dr.UAIGSR (product H.blufi) wiiich 
was read out and shown to liin, adding that he only heard about pellagra 
for the first time wSien serving in ILacassar; that he studied this illness and 
cane to the conclusion that vitamin B6 was good here, and as dysentery 
and pClagra generally appeared together he drew the conclusion from this 
■that pellagra was a result of dysentery; 

COiSJDZRUi'd that a single interview with one of the F:o.'J.cai!p doctors 
could liave shown liim the falseness of this conclusion, .and also let liim 
knew that both beri-beri and pella^jra are typical def^^uy diseases caused 
by a too one-sided diet and a shortage of certain ■vitamins; 

CXHSlDtHUKJ that one word from the first accused to the Kaval E.Q, 
would have 'Bean sufficient to change a good deal to the better for tlie 
F.o.'i7.'s, which tiie accused himself has admitted, illustimting this wi^tii 
tile exac^e that at his instigation tiie P.o. iT. 's were only to have to work 
outside every other day - which proposal however was not put into effect - 
tiie accused also never investigating to see whether it t/as carried out or 
not; 


CCC.SIDSBII^ that in every respect the first accused grossly ne£p.ected 
his duty and must ■be made jointly responsible for all those results which 
the failure of oedical care had for innumerable P. ow'J. 's; 

COStSiDESHiG' that the second accused hA«T admitted having been head 
dispenser of the 102nd Kaval Hospital in Uacassar fTan 2nd October 1943 
till the capitulation tn August 1945> end that the disp^ary at this ho^ttal 
had to provide ■the P.o.'V.caam - which came under the navy in that place - 
with medicines, disinfectants, dressings, etc.; 

COKSXDSRUSO that the second accused added further that this dispensary 
came under the main depot at SURA3AIA, 'the head of ■wliich was Lieutenant 
Com. ander HICHCZD, who was his imiiediate chief and whom he had to ask for 
all medi c ines etc. , as it was Lieu-tenant Cocuander UIGHOZU who had to see to 
the svp^ying of medicines in the idiolc of the Indies and for this pmpose 
was in contact vri-th the ^eat naval dis 2 pensaiy at KQSaE (japan); 

that the second accused has explained in detail how tlie 
requests for medicines made by the head doctor of the P.o.'J.camp ware sent 
in to him; he passed on -the requests to the head of the distribution 
department, a non-commissioned affiacr hospital orderly tdio gave him a ■verbal 
eiqQlanation ^out tiie medicines asked for; that he - the second accused- 
then decided which medicines should be issued and in what quantities; that 
the requests then -went to the first accused who generally initialled them 
as "seen" without having gone throu^ them; that he- the second accused - was 
tiie man reroonsible for the supplies of medicines and sometimes advised the 
fiwt accused to issue more of some medicines and less of others than he- 
seeond accused- had fixed; that the first accused was certainly the head 
naval doctor in Hacassar but that he- second accused - was responsible for 
what was in stock so that he could nbt always do vrtiat the first accused 
advised as he had also to supply medicines to the Jajianese navy in the 
hospital and in the fi\^ld; 

COJBIDSHIliG that evidence was furnished at -the sitting of hew tiie issuing 
of medicines (especially the life saving drugs), instruments, dressings and 
disinfectants was done during the time the second accused was in charfje , 
this evidence appearing esp^ially in tlie medical report by DABAlcGiR, 

GAirS and van IKSa; SCHEIIAU, the statements made by Dr.BAKiU:^ during the 
general investigation and the ^plications fm medecines mode on 17 th 
January and 10th llay 2603 (products and x blue) read out in extenso and 
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aliown to the oocuscd, and the notes tqjpearLng on them as to what v&s finally 
issued by the second accused; 

CONSIDiEIiG that the statements by the witnesses v.dUBCHIIE, I3LLWK and 
POWT, vdiich were all mads during the general investigation, were strengttiened 
by oath and read out to and shonyn tlie accused at tlie sitting, satisfoctorily 
refute the assertion made by liie second accused that he issued idih.t he could 
while the second accused h imself has conceded that vdien an application had 
to be made to the head d^ot at SUHABh-YA for a certain medicine and this 
was received at Uacossar, the second accused dbd not issue it at once in 
the interim but waited until the next 3 montlily application reached him; 

CONSIDZSIIjO that detailed evidence has been accumulated that the patients 
in the naval hospital had very such better housing and medical attention 
and received a much better issue of medicines Jhon sick P,o,i7,‘s; 

COISIDSSII^ that the enezqy power Japan as a co-signatory of the Hague 
Convention of 18-1-1907 and the ratification Joined to it was bound by the 
Provistons of the Rules of Londworfare; 

COIISIDEaiKG that tlie Geneva Convention of 1929 was certainly signed by 
Japan but ofaly ratified as far as the Red Cross was concerned, but that the 
convention in question must be regarded os a lav/ of war applying generally 
seeing that it contains a confirmation of general international conceptions 
alreadig existing and its contents, both by being laid down and since they 
were done so, have been received as the prevailing international law by 
which the belligerent power Japan is also bound even without ratification; 

COIISIDHRIISG that the actions by both accused which form the subject of 
the charge all constitute violations of the provisions and principles of the 
international law appearing above; 

COHSIDEBIKG that the Court-martial has been convinced by the previously 
mentioned legal evidence that all the facts charged have been voi^tted, 
constituting the waz>-orimaa to bo qualified further on in the diotum, and 
that accused are guilty thereof, on which account they must be declared 
guilly and sentenced to punishment; 

CONSIDBRUTG witli regard to the punishment, tliat tlie failure by the first 
accused to do his duly led to tlic death of several prisoners of war and caused 
the irremediable physical and mental suffering of innumerable prisoners 
entrusted to his core from the medical point of view, the fimst accused not 
having advanced anything which in the Court-martial's opinion shows reason 
for clemency to be exercised so that the death penalty demanded is ri^tly 
proportionate to tlie gravity of the crime; 

COKSmESme- that the second accused .like the first accused, flagrantly 
fell short in his task and that the results mentioned above can be laid to 
his door also, but that with regard to him the Court-martial wishes to 
take into consideration that the first-accused , os the highest medical naval 
officer in Hacassar, could to a certain extent have exercised a favourable 
influence with regard to Ute issuing of medioines to tiie prisoner of war 
oan^ had he used his full wei^t as a staff officer to turn the scales in 
favbur of the prisoners; 

COIISIDHRIItG that on this ground the responsibility of the first accused, 
and therefore his liability to punishment, must be considered greater than 
tliat of the second accused ; 

In view of the decision taken by the Court-martial at the fimt sitting 
that the two accused shall be kept under arrest during the trial; 

UrUR 

In view further of the above-mentioned provisions in conjuction Stat4ute 
Books lA, ifS, and 47/1947; 
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ADMINISTSRI11& THE LAW 


IK THE NAME 0? THE QUEEHI 

Declares the accused named at the head of this judgnent, 

I. SAKURAI, Yoshifumi, 

II. AKIYdMA, Hisayuki, 

each guilty of the war crime: 

"bad treatment of prisoners of war", 

Senteneesthea therefore: 

1st accused: to the DSATH FSaxALTY; 

2nd accused; to life-long impriaoiment ; 

Maintains the decision that the accused be k^t xinder arrest; 

Understands that the costs of trial will be borne by the State. 

Sentence parsed on 23th Januaxy 1947 'hy: 

Lt.Col.Dr.N.M.VELLEI«A, Inf.Res.K.K.I.L. President 

Ma;j.J.P.HAimiAN, BritSiih Amy ) Members 

Capt.J.A.SlJJlENKAMP, Inf., K.N.I.L.) 

in the presence of: 

1st Lt.Dr.J.H.HORKUii&, Inf.Hes.K.K.I.L. Secretary 

and resxsned and decreed the same day, Maj. J.F.HiRIM&K being unable also to 
sign this sentence owing to his having left for Siggapore. 

The member. The President, 

s/Struyenkas;). s/\rellen^ 

The Secretary, 
a^omung. 

No. 7/18/2. 

Fiat of execution granted. 

Macassar, 13th March 1947. 
nie Resident of South Celebes, 
s/ldon Cachet. 

Pronounced in public session of the Ten^rary Coia't-martial on 28th 
March 1947 by Lt,Col.Dr,K.M.VELTiEI«;A, Inf.Res. , president, in the presence 
of Capt.J.A.STRUYAlIKAMP, Inf.and Capt.ABDULLAH daeng MAPPOEDJI, Inf.Res., 
members, 1st Lt.Dr.J.H.HCEUCDN&, Inf.Res., Secretary, Dr.S.D.^^tUELS, prosec¬ 
utor, as well as in the presence of the accused emd their counsel. 

Bie Secretary, The I^esident, 

s/ Homuz^g. s/Vellenga, 
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